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Mission Statement

The mission of Arkansas Advocates for 
Children and Families is to ensure that all 
children and their families have the 
resources and opportunities to lead 
healthy and productive lives and to 
realize their full potential. We:

• Serve as a voice for children at the 
Arkansas State Capitol and in 
Washington, D.C.

• Gather and analyze data to support 
public policy that serves all children 
and families.

• Organize coalitions of diverse groups 
to drive change.
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Why an Arkansas Fiscal Map?
• Annie E. Casey’s KIDS COUNT ® Data Book

• Investments in state programs that improve 
the lives of children
• early childhood education
• health care coverage
• child welfare

Can we link funding and outcomes?
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From Questions… To Answers!

Fiscal mapping

Cost estimation and 
modeling

Sourcing additional 
funding 

1. Current Funding
How much funding supports our goals right 
now? 

2. True Cost
How much will it cost to fund our goals in 
full?

3. New Funding
How do we fill the gap between current 
funding and needed funding?
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Fiscal maps foster dialogue on 
current spending

• WHO invests HOW MUCH and in 
WHAT?

• How much are we spending…
• on children and youth in total?
• on the outcomes we care about?
• on prevention vs intervention?
• by age group?
• by funding source?
• and more…



Children’s Funding Project helps 
communities and states expand 
equitable opportunities for children 
and youth through strategic public 
financing.

MISSION

We envision a nation where all 
children and youth thrive because 
all communities maintain equitable, 
coordinated, and sustainable 
funding for comprehensive 
programs and services.

VISION
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Children’s Funding Project is a nonprofit social impact organization that helps communities, states, and Native nations 
expand equitable opportunities for children and youth through strategic public financing. childrensfundingproject.org

© Children’s Funding Project, 2024

http://childrensfundingproject.org/


Partnership Members: Wave 1, Wave 2, Wave 3 
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Find the Fiscal Map on Our Homepage: https://www.aradvocates.org/
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Fiscal Mapping Demo



Potential Uses for the Fiscal Map

• Fiscal Policy

• Impact Analysis

• Advocacy

• Strategic Public 
Financing

• Cross-State 
Comparisons

• Partnerships/ Coalitions
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Nutrition Support



Thank You!
Pete Gess
Economic Policy Director
pgess@aradvocates.org
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